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    The Celebrate Israel Festival (Isra-
el’s 65th Independence Day Festival) 
is coming to Rancho Park near Cen-
tury City on April 21st from 10am 
to 7pm.  Save the date and buy your 
tickets now at: http://www.celebra-
teisraelfestival.com/index.php#buy-
tickets.  Celebrate Israel’s mission is 
to bridge between communities by 
celebrating the State of Israel and 
educating through music, arts and 
culture.
    The Celebrate Israel Festival 2013 
is sponsored for the second year by 
the Israeli American Council. For-
merly the Israeli Leadership Council, 
The group changed it’s name to the 
Israeli American Council last Sunday, 
March 10th at the sold-out Second 
Annual Israeli Leadership Council 
Gala at the Beverly Hilton. 
    The name change was spearheaded 
by Mr. Sagi Balasha, the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Israeli Leadership 
Council (ILC), now the Israeli Ameri-
can Council (IAC). The message em-
bodied in the new name is significant, 
signaling the group’s increased com-
fort with its dual Israeli-American 

identity.
    Founded in 2007 as the Israeli 
Leadership Club by a group of local 
Israeli-American businessmen who 
joined forces to ensure they could 
mobilize their community in support 
of the Jewish state in times of crisis, 
the organization has since grown into 
a nonprofit with a $3 million annual 
budget. Its mission is threefold: sup-
porting Israel, strengthening Jew-
ish identity among young Israeli-
Americans and building connections 
between the Israeli-American and 
Jewish-American communities. To 
that end, the IAC supports more than 
a dozen different projects and orga-
nizations.
    Since first immigrating to South-
ern California in the early 1970’s, 
Israeli-Americans have become a 
vital component of the fabric of the 
American melting pot and, in par-
ticular, the greater Los Angeles com-
munity. Many members of estimated 
200,000 Israeli-Americans who re-
side throughout the greater Los An-
geles area have been and continue 
to be important social activists and 

philanthropists supporting important 
charitable causes here and in Israel.
     One of the projects that is support-
ed by the IAC for a second, thrilling 
year, is the Celebrate Israel Festival. I 
had the honor to view the Festival last 
year, and the crowds of happy, busy, 
celebrating attendees were astonish-
ing. The pictures included on this 
page are of that successful event.
    Israeli-Americans have become a 
vital component of the fabric of the 
American melting pot and, in particu-
lar, the greater Los Angeles commu-
nity. With each new generation born 

to Israeli-American families, there 
becomes a greater risk of disconnec-
tion with the Jewish homeland and 
rich Israeli culture. The IAC provides 
a conduit for increasing the capac-
ity to affect change and influence 
outcomes on a wide array of matters 
influencing the quality of life here 
in the local community, throughout 
America, and in Israel. The Celebrate 
Israel Festival embodies that spirit of 
communication. I urge everyone to 
attend its exciting events for children 
and adults.

GET READY FOR CELEBRATE ISRAEL ON APRIL 21ST, 2013


